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TO THE HONOURABLE 


TRE MAGISTRATES and COUNCIL or KIRK- 
CUDBRIGHT. 


— GENTLEMEN, — 


THe following SERMON, which was preached at 


Kirkcudbright on the General Fast, in February 27, 1794. 


having obtained your approbation, is now published at 


your particular desire. 


WHEN I had the honour, Gentlemen, to deliver this 


discourse in your presence, I did not entertain the most 


distant thought that it was to extend beyond the limits of 


my own parish : But your partiality for your Minister in- 


duced you to confer encomiums upon the discourse, which, 


I fear, may not be bestowed by the world at large. 


I embrace, however, with the greatest pleasure, the 
opportunity that is now afforded me, of expressing to you 
in this public manner, my sincerest esteem, and most grate- 


ful acknowledgments. And with the greatest respect, 


Jam, Geatlemen, 
Your most obedient, 


And most obliged servant, 
KIRKCVU DBRIGHT, 
APRIL 26. 1794. 


ROBERT MUT ER. 
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MATTHEW XXIV. I2. 


[And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall 
wax cold. 


HE words of the text were spoken 
by our blessed Lord, and addressed 
n the following occasion, to his own 


ene. —— 


Jesus had gone up to the Temple to 
instruct the people; and having ended his 
discourse, the disciples took the oppor- 
tunity, as he was departing, of remarking 
to him the grandeur of that magnificent 
building, with all the splendid ornaments 
with which it was adorned. From this 
remark, our Lord rakes occasion to lead 


their thoughts from the buildings of the 
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Temple, to a subject infinitely more im- 


ortant in itself, and more interesting t0 f, 
hem. He tells them, that the days were. 
fast approaching, when that stately and 
magnificent structure, which they now 
beheld with such admiration and astonish-. 


ment, should be so completely demolished, 
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that not so much as one stone should be 


left upon another, that should not be 


thrown down. And when Jesus had re- 


tired from the city, and sat down upon the 


Mount of Olives, his disciples came to him 
privately, and entreated him to inform 
them, when these awful events should 
happen, and what should be the sign of 


his second coming, and of the final diazo- ; 
lution of the world. Upon which, our 
Lord opens the future scenes of divine 
Providence, and exhibits to them an aw 
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tul prospect of the miseries of all . : 


ing generations, to the end of the world: 
describing them by figures, drawn from 
the impending destruction of Jerusalem, 
and the civil government of the Jews, 
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which were to be the beginnings of sor- 
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rows. Nation shall rise up against na- | 


tion, and kingdom against kingdom; 
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8 ws, and there shall be famines, and PEE? 
ng to , tilences, and earthquakes, in divers 
were... places: Now the brother shall betray 
and the brother to death, and the father the 
now „ son; and children shall rise up against 
N their parents, and shall cause them to 
ished, ©£ he put to death.” 
1d be | 


t be 
d re- 
Mn the 


ALTHOUGH these awful predictions 
were soon to be realized in the total de- 
struction of jerusalem; yet, through the 
o him whole of this prophetical discourse, it is 
nlorm plainly intimated, that the same destruc- 


hould tive causes which overthrew the kingdom 


gu of of Judea, would continue to overthrow e- 
disso- very other kingdom, to the end of the 
„dur world. 

livinc | 

1 aw « Ayp because iniquity shall abound, 
d - 37 

Ceed the love of many shall wax cold. 

orld: is | 

from FRou these words of our Lord, I shall 
alem, take occasion to shew you, 

Jews, 1 

sor- 


Firat, Tyar iniquity has not only a- 
t na- bounded in times past, but does in fact, 
om; much abound at the time present. 
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| Secondly, I SHALL point out the fatal. 
consequences of iniquity abounding in a 
nation, empire, or kingdom. Yee 
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Laitly, I SHALL draw these instruc-“ 
tions, which the truths that may be 
offered, should impress deep upon our 
hearts. 


the 
I am, It. to shew that iniquity has; 
not only abounded in times past, but 


does in fact, much abound in the time 
present. 


Ir is indeed much to be lamented, that, 
notwithstanding the various means which 
divine Providence has employed for re- 
claiming mankind from the error of their 
ways, the world should still be wicked, 
and still iniquity should continue to a- 
bound. Yet, every age has remarked the C 
prevalency of vice, and to the righteous it ra 
has occasioned just cause of sorrow and vi 
regret. If we go back to the ages before | 
the flood, we find the corruption of man- 
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Izmners thus described: And God saw 
: fatal! &« that the wickedness of man was 
m ag“ great in the earth, and that every 
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imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually. And it re— 
pented the Lord that he had made 


man.“ 


SOLOMON, that accurate observer of 


the manners of the times, gives many 


ce 


cc 


that, 
which 
re 
their 
cked, 


to a- 


similar descriptions of abounding iniquity 
in his days. 


% And morover, says he, 
I saw under the sun the place of 
Judgment, that wickedness was there; 
and the place of Righteousness, that 
iniquity was there - Because sentence 
against an evil work is not executed 
speedily; therefore the heart of the 
sons of men is fully set in them to 
do evil.“ | 


In the succeeding periods of the Jewish 


d the Church, we find the Prophets, who were 
us it raised up of God to stem the torrent of 
and vice, continually bewailing the progress 


efore | 
man- 


B 


. 
— — — ee 
www 


— — — 
A* 
- * 


22 — * 


—ä—U— — - 93＋ꝙꝛm—2—h, 8 2 


| 
| 
1 
\ 
l 


0-00-27 7 


2 
+ 
7 
* 


of iniquity, and severely reproaching the T 
people for their profligate morals and ge 


worthless conduct. And even at the be- 4 
ginning of the gospel dispensation, the is i 
Jewish nation, instead of improving by Ou 
the many signal judgments they had ex- pre 
perienced during a long succession of un. 
ages, had in fact, grown worse and worse. pat 
The little religion that was retained a- yh 
mongst them, had degenerated into mere po 
superstition. The most empty forms, the 
and frivolous ceremonies, were substituted mi 
in place of the most essential duties; and an 
the weighty matters of the law, genuine at 
piety, and moral virtue, were almost to- 

tally neglected. In a word, pride, im- 

piety, and corruption, universally prevail- Cl 
ed, and proved at last the final cause e. 
of their utter destruction. v: 


Nor did iniquity abound less amongst 
the Gentiles in those days, than amongst 
the Jews. They arc represented by the tl 
Apoſtles as worshippers of idols, dead in 5s 
trespasses and sins, foolish, and disobedi- t 
ent, full of envy and murder, and serving 
diverse lusts and pleasures. Y 
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ig the } Tuus has iniquity long prevailed in 
and ges past; but why it chould have been 
le be- Hermitted in this manner to abound, it 
p TE impossible for us to give an account. 
g by Our finite understanding cannot com- 
d EX= prehend all the ways of an infinite and 
n of unerring Being. We must wait with 
VOTSC. patience till chat ſinal day shall come, 
ed a- when emerging from this infant state, with 
mere powers more enlarged in the next, all 
orms, the profound mysteries of the divine ad- 
tuted ministration shall then be thrown open, 
and and discover that perfect wisdom, which 
nuine at present we cannot possibly explore. 
St to- 
, im- Bor how much the present times are 
evail- ; chargeable with -abounding iniquity, will 
cause | evidently appar, if we reflect on the pre- 
valling vices which characterize the pre- 
| sent age. 
ongst 
ongst AND I observe, in the T7 place, that 
y the there runs through all ranks of men a 
ad in strange, and most unaccountable inatten- 
bedi- tion to Almighty God. By various inter- 


ring | Posing objects, he seems to be almost 
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thrown quite off the intellectual eye. — li 


From whatever cause this may proceed, age 
experience demonstrates the fact; namely, ing. 
that an habitual sense of the supreme hi 


Being does by no means universally pre- 
vail. A belief of his Being, Perſections, 
and moral government, is not indeed pub- 


licly renounced amongst us, as scems to 


be the case with the people of a neigh- 
bouring kingdom. They, alas! have ex- 
pelled the belief of his exiſtence from -a- 
mongst them, and of courſe, have refu- 


the 


my 
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ral 
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sed the homage that is due to him. What 


Being do they worship? What God do 


they adore? Alas! they have murdered | 
his Priests, plundered his Temples, and 


stained his Altars with blood. God for- 


bid their example should be a pattern to 
us, or that we should ever copy their im- 


pious manners. But though we have not 
renounced the belief of a divine existence; 
yet it is to be fearcd, it wants that com- 
manding influence which this belief should 
produce upon the heart. Front this cri- 


minal inattention to the Almighty, pro- 


ceeds that irreverence for his sacred name, 


2 * — WY — A 


4 


( 


ye. — Which scems to characterize the present 


oOcecd, 


amcly, 
preme 
y pre- 
ctions, 
| pub- 
ms to 
neigh- 
ve ex- 
Dm - a- 
refu- 


age. Hence the custom of profane swear- 
ing, so prevalent amongst us; a custom 


which, carried to its utmost extent, leads 
the impious wretch not only to blasphe- 
my, but to perjury also. Is this profane 
practice, however, confined to the lower 
classes of the people only? By no means. 
It prevails equally amongst the higher 
:ranks, who, from the stations they hold 
in society, are bound to set them a much 


better example. 


What : 
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To the same cause must we ascribe the 
violation of the holy Sabbath, the contempt 
of the sacred ordinances of religion, and 


chose sarcastic sneers at the inspired writ- 
ings, which are so common with the wits 


of the present age. 


AmongsrT the ancient Heathens, many 
excellent laws were enacted for the pro- 


tection of religion, and the severest penal- 
ties were inflicted upon those who reviled 


their gods, or ridiculed. the ceremonies of 
their worship. And shall we, who live in 


„ 


reverence for che name of G8d, produces 


disrespect for religion; and both united, 
open a door for every species of im- 


morality. 


To this contemptuous disrespect for Al- g 
mighty God, I must join, in the next place, 
as another distinguishing feature of the 
present age, the want of gratitude to hea- | 
ven, for that abundance with which this 
nation has been blest. What an unnatural 1 
return is this for the gifts which God has 
so liberally bestowed upon us? What a 
strange perversion of the grateful feelings! 
when that which should draw them ardent 
forth to God, is suffered unhappily to ex- 
tinguish them in the- heart: when that 


which ought to awaken the remembrance, |. 


18 permitted to obliterate a sense of the 
giver. 


the more enlightened periods of tlie gos- 
pel, treat with contempt these truths which 
we profess to believe, or proſanely abuseE 
that name which we ought to adore ? Ir-& 
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e gos- ALTHOUGH this is not the tendency, 
; whichffor ought to be the effect, of the gifts which 
abusehod bestows ; yet if these are unremarked 
e? Ir-$ flowing from his all-gracious hand, 

>duacesMust of necessity, be the natural conse- 
nited, quence, Did we, from a supreme regard 
f im- to Almighty God, always connect our bles- 
dings with the hand that kindly administers 
hem, then would they be received with 
or Al- gratitude, and embraced with joy. But 
place, the gifts of heaven being conceived by a 
the corrupt age, as conferred by fortune, be- 
| hea- $towed by chance, or as the fruits of its 


1 this own industry, present not the hand that 


tural really administers them. Hence they can 
1 has neither be received with thanktulness, nor 
hat a used with discretion. Fancy, appetite, 
ings! and passion, are easily enflamed ; and meet- 


nlene | ing with no check from lively gratitude to 
o ex- God, they convert the favours which he 
that bestows! into the means of corruption. The 
ance, age! in which we live, ignorant of the cause, 
f the or at least inattentive to the source, from 
5 whence their abundance flows, are equally 
regardless of 1 its use and application. 


less pernicious to the interest of the in- 


1 


Wr need not have recourse to sup, 
pdsitions to illustrate the case: there ard 
facts innumerable to the point. Experienc 
demonstrates how wicked we are become. 
What pride, vanity, intemperance, andy 
debauchery, may we observe around us? 
These are the vices which characterize! 

the present age. These are the vices which g0 
deaden reflection, and push us forward « * 
in that sinful course, to which passion“ 
impels, and affluence enables us to pur- &. 
sue. q 
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Bur, in the next place, if we turn our 
attention to the lower orders of life, still r 
we shall find iniquity no less abounding #t 
in these, than in the more exalted ranks, 3 
The vices that distinguish the former, 
though somewhat different from tliesc, that 
characterize the latter, are however no 


dividual, than destructive of the good | 
of society. If we judge of their pious | 
sentiments from their moral conduct, how | 
ignorant in general shall we find them? 
How unsolicitou: about their eternal wel- f 


f 1 


0 sup 
ere ard 
erienc 


re, and how regardless of those truths 
nt would conduct them to it! How 
rbulent, peevish, and discontented with 
eir allotments in life! How fraudulent, 
Insincere, and unjust, when opportunities 
Favour them! How unguarded and irre- 
erent in their expressions of Almighty 
od! In a word, when secrecy promises 
oncealment, how unjust to man ; and 
ven when darkness cannot cover, how 


N 1 unmindful of God 


cterizd 

which 
rward! 
a8S10n% 


n our IT is painful to remark, and difficult to 


e, Still] recount, the numberless vices with which 
nding the present age abounds. In short, when 
ranks, we reflect on "that general depravity which 
rmer, {pervades every rank of lite, with great 
, that Ypropriety may we apply the words of the 
2r no Yprophet to ourselves. We are a <inful 
ne in-“ nation, a people laden with iniquity, a 
good F< seed of evil doers, children that are cor- 
pious 7 © rupters; we have forsaken the Lord, we 
how “ have provoked the holy one of Israel 
nem? “ unto anger.” It is, indeed, a mournful 


wel- N | reflection, to think how much corrupted 
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we are, and how sadly degenerated from} 
the; pure spirit of that religion which we 
profess to believe. And, notwithstandingÞ 
all our boasted refinements in arts and} 
civilization, how littie we have improved! 
in these excellent virtues which adornÞ 
our characters—as men, and beautify} 
our profession—as Christians. 


I Now proceed, in the 2d place, to 
point out the fatal consequences of a- 


bounding iniquity in a nation, kingdom, 
or empire. 


Man may be considered in two differ- 
ent views, either as an individual, or as Hot 
a member of society. As an individual, re 
his happiness consists in the approbation Þ ci 
of his own mind, and a sense of the di- d 
vine favour. As a member of society, v. 
his happiness results from the undisturbed b 
possession of all his natural and acquired s 
rights; that is, from the protection of Wl x 
equitable laws, and just government. As t 
an individual, he renders himself unhap- 


from 
ch wd 


ndinoW . | 
8 Oo umself unhappy, but others also; when, 
instead of discharging his duty as be- 
Yroved”* ging y 


adorns 
„ both of God and man. 
autit Fl | 


liffer- 
or as 
dual, 
ation 
e di- 
clety, 
Irbed 
uired 
n of. 
As 
ap- 


pf virtue, and the fear of the Lord. 


C19 3 
y, only when he deviates from the path 


As 
member of socicty, he renders not only 


omes a good citizen, he violates the laws 


REL1iG1o0N and virtue are the firm 


e, to foundations upon which human society 
— 3 


of a- 
dom, 


and government can alone rest secure. 
By restraining all irregular passions, and 
strengthening the social affectione, they 


unite us close to each other in the bonds 


of amity and love. The more powerfully 
their influence prevails amongst the vari- 
ous individuals, the greater beneſit must 
redound to the community at large. So— 
ciety, which is made up of many indivi- 
duals collected together, reaps the ad- 
vantages which arise from the pions Ia- 
bours of all its members. And as cach, 
eingly, is rendered better by the princi- 
ples of religion, the whole must propor- 
tionally flourich, But if the fear of the 
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Loyd is thrown off the mind, or if reli 
gion is expelled, or has lost its influence 
with the people, then a door is opened 
for every species of immorality. 


cerity, justice and humanity, violated— 


then are the bands of society relaxed, 
and the pillars of mutual faith and con- 


fidence amongst men, shaken and broken 
down. Even the security of laws them- 
selves must fail. For 
best laws 


of society, if the enforcements of religion 
are wanting. Laws twisted about the 
necks of a corrupt people, will never bind 
them to duty: They may compel them 


to eva ions, but they will never constrainf 


them to virtue. ; 


SUPPOSE iniquity was to prevail $0 
universally amongst the members of a 
community, that no fear of God was left, 
no sense of religion retained ; nay, that 
it was banished from amongst them, as 


Then 


are the sacred laws, of truth and sin 


what avail the} 
that ever were framed for# 
preserving order, and securing the peace 


F reli- 
luence 
pened 


Then 


d sin- 


ted— 


laxed, 


1 con- 
broken 
them- 
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peace! 
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in the national convention of France— 
what would be the consequence? The 
love of many, as our Saviour says, would 
wax cold: Hatred, animosity, jealousy, and 
suspicion, would enflame the breasts of 
men, -and tear them asunder from each 
other. Hence injustice, rapine, violence, 


perfidy, and treachery, would press their 


way ; and in their train would follow 
wild confusion, disorder, anarchy, and 
rebellion. Hence would succeed the hor- 
rors of war, and the carnage of battle; 
the rage of the victor, and the groans 
of the vanquished—parents bereaved of 
their children, and children deprived of 
their parents; and a thousand other woes, 
which the lawless, resentful passions of 


men occasion. 


THESE, in the natural course of things, 
are the fatal consequences of abounding 
iniquity. These are also infallible proofs 
of divine vengeance being let loose upon 
the nations of the earth. 


world, widely different. Sometimes his 
blessings are so indiscriminately poured 


F OR it is worthy of remark, that the 


conduct of Providence towards individu- 
als, and societies of men, is often, in this 


out upon the former, that we can scarce 
judge of God's love or aversion, from any 
thing that befals them at present ; but 
with regard to the latter, his smiles or 
his frowns arc always conspicuous, from 
their prosperous or depressed circum- 
Stances. Individuals must hereafter ap- 
pear at the bar of heaven, and according 
to their behaviour in this life, they shall 
all stand or fall by themselves in the next. 


T : in 
But the other world knows nothing of oy 
human societies, or political associations. 5 


The chain that now links them together, 5 
will hereafter be broken, and never again . 
will be united. Hence it is, in this life 
only, they can be either rewarded or 
punished as a nation, for their good or 
bad actions, n: 


1 


at the 3 | 
ividu- THaT this is the general course 
n thisÞbf divine Providence, in the present 


overnment of the world, the expe- 
ience of all ages sufliciently demon- 
Strates. 
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CoNSULT the annals of the world— 
consider the rise and fall of ancient. na- 
ions, kingdoms, and empires. Read 


. particularly the history of the ſews:— 
: 1 P” EHere you will find the conduct of Pro- 
rding . 
1 vidence towards this nation, was uni- 
formly suited to their manners: Now 
any in prosperity, then in adversity. One 
5 2 while flourishing as a great nation, and 
10 . A 8 . * „ y 
ther £again carried. away into captivity, ac- 
: cording as their piety prevailed, or their 
again. a | | 
g, virtue declined. 
s life 
d or ; 
d or THE same was the case with the other 


nations of antiquity. Whilst Rome re- 
vered her gods, and maintained her vir- 
tac, the republic waxed strong as 1ron, 


6 


as the prophet expresses it. The people 


flouriched, and grew up to a mighty 
nation; but no sooner did she aban- 
don her religion, and relax hier morals, 
than her power declined, her empire 
sunk, and her government was over 
turned. 


Ir we descend to our own times, we 
shall find the Almighty still pursuing the 
same course at present, which he did in 
times past. 


Have we not an awful example before 
our eyes, of a nation, formerly reckoned 
one of the most polished, and civilized in 
the world, now through abandoned im- 
piety and wickedness, sunk into the most 
savage brutality? Who can contemplate, 
without horror, their profest Atheistical 
principles, their atrocious deeds, their 
barbarous cruelties, and their acts of 
morality written in blood. They have 


ne 
in 


EOF") 
banished religion, and rejected every mo- 
tive to virtue, Hence all the ties of af- 
fection are loosened amongst them. — 
Murders and assassinations have usurped 
the place of brotherly love, and tender 
attachment. Neighbour plunges his dag- 
ger into the breast of neighbour, and 
the most exalted in rank are brought to 
suffer upon a scaffold. Wild confusion 
perplexes their distracted councils, and 


fearful suspicion disturbs thelr jarring 


factions. Their wretched government, 
founded upon the principles of impiety, 
and reared up by a most lawless bandit- 
ti, already feels some convulsive moti- 
ons, and ere long, must tumble into 
ruin. 


SUCH are the consequences of abound- 
ing iniquity in a nation, kingdom, or 
empire. That people who venerate God's 
name, and obey his laws, he renders 
great, prosperous, and happy. That 
people who disown his being, and disre- 
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gard his authority, he punishes with the 
most tremehdous judgments; that all 
the world may know that the most High 
ruleth in heaven above, and on earth 
below. 


THIS is the course of divine Provi- 
dence; and this course he will follow to 
the end of the world. 


LE statesmen and politicians speak as 
they please, of the advantages of wealth, 
of the extension of commerce, and the 
improvements in arts and ingenuity. 
Still it will be found, that religion and 
virtue alone consitute the real srrength, 


and true glory of a nation. And, ac- 


cording to the degree in which their 
influence prevails, they raise human so- 
cieties out of that depth of corruption 
into which iniquity plunges them, and 
carry them forward to that great epocha, 
« When nation shall no more rise up 
„ against nation, nor kingdom against 


f 
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% kingdom; and when there shall be 
* nothing to hurt or destroy in all the | 


* holy mountains of God.” 


I SHALL now, in the last place, draw 
those instructions, which the truths I 1 
have offered, should impress deep upon 


our hearts. 


1:7. A PEOPLE abounding with iniqui- 
ty, must sooner or later work out their 
own ruin: They cannot, as a nation, 
long exist; for their own internal cor- 
ruption will finally overthrow them: be- 


sides, they stand continually exposed to 


the just displeasure of Almighty God. 1 


Far be it from us to deal out the judge- 
ments of heaven; yet, this much we 


cannot, in the time of their distress, look 
up to heaven for protection, unless a 


deep sense of their apostacy from religt- 
on, and a sincere purpose of amend: 


ment, are formed. 
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may certainly say, that such a people 
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To humble ourselves, under a peni- 
tent sense of national sins, and to implore 
the divine Majesty to avert those dread- 


i ful judgments, which our manifold trans- 
gressions have justly deserved, is the pur- 


| pose for which we are called together on 


1 


be unseasonably appointed for such an 
* end. : ; 


2dly. LEst some individuals should 
suppose themselves but little concerned 
in this matter, let me advise them, to 
consider, that national sins are nothing 
but the accumulated vices of individuals. 
vou may think perhaps, that you have 
but little connection with the present, 
Lust, and necessary war, in which the 
nation is now engaged; a war, that 
seems to involve in it the lives, proper- 
ty, religion, and liberties of every British 
subject. But if you are indifferent about 
religion, or if you have cast off all fear 
of God, and plunged yourselves into these 
vices which are peculiar to your station, 
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. this day; and surely no day can ever 
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then ought you to reflect, whether you 
are not assisting 1n filling up the measure 
of national depravity. 


A GENERAL reformation, is a refor- 
mation of the individuals, operating at 
large throughout every part of the com- 
munity. A return to God, from whom 
we have departed; a return to virtue, 
from which we have declined, is a cause 
in which every individual amongst us, is 
personally concerned. A reformation, 
therefore, is promoting both a private 
and public interest. Hence because re- 
ligion is an object of public importance, 
let us not infer from thence that it is of 
less concern to individuals. 


War is society, but an association of 
individuals, for their mutual advantage? 
Has not every single member his particu- 
lar place and station in it? Is not his 
interest inseparably connected with the 
happiness and prosperity of the whole 
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community? It abounding immoralities 
weaken the social affections, if they in- 
volve a people in war and bloodshed, is 
not each individual called upon to re- 
form his wicked life, and contribute all 
he can for the re- establishment of reli- 
gious principles, and virtuous man- 
ners? 


Lauly, Lr us keep this constantly in 
our minds, that repentance and amend— 
ment, are the sole conditions upon which 


we can look up to God for protection. 


In vain shall we trust to the bravery of 
our fleets and armies-—In vain shall we 
depend upon the wisdom of our Na- 
tional Councils, if the aids of Omnipo- 
tence are with-held. „ Except the 
* Lord do build the house, they labour 
in vain that build it: Except the 
Lord do kcep the city, the watch- 
men watch in vain that keep it.” 
Without his protection, all the efforts of 
man must prove unsuccessful. 
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Ir then, we prepare our hearts, and 
stretch out our hands to the Almighty 
for mercy and assistance, let iniquity be 
put far from us. Let us faithfully dis- 
charge all the duties we owe to God, 
to the public, and to ourselves—then 
will the Lord delight to dwell among us: 
He will become our shield and our 
deliverer; and finally, will bless the 


British Isles with the return of PEACE, 
PROSPERITY, 


and HAPPINESS. 
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